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Our Vision 
Providing encouragement to 

authors of all levels by presenting 

useful information and articles 

from authors, publishers, editors 

who believe that the art and 

science of writing is a value 

added proposition. 

 

For those looking for 

explicatives, exhibition and other 

forms of excitement, our pages 

will not be for you.  It is not that 

we do not agree with the 1st 

Amendment, it is that we uphold 

our rights to deliver the message 

we believe in. 

 

vmPublishing 
A subsidiary of Vision 

Management, vmPublishing has 

been formed to explore the 

wonderful new world of multi-

media publishing.  

 

We are here to help 
Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com 

 

http://vismgt.com/vmblog/ 
 

Do you know someone who would be interested in reading our little newsletter? 

Please have them simply send us an email so they can get every issue of Monthly Conversation.  Send 

us an email to Newsletter Editor and we will be happy to include you on our mailing list! 
 

  

mailto:Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com
http://vismgt.com/vmblog/
mailto:bill.joyce@vismgt.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20Monthly%20Conversation%20newsletter%20list
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Personal Core Values Checklist 
 

For some technical reason, this file would not convert to load on the webpage.  Please contact 

Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com for a copy of the Person Core Values Checklist. 
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Girl Talk ð Coming soon! 
Iôll be posting videos of inspirational girls from around the world starting in 

2017. Please pass on the names of girls of any age, who you think have made a 

difference in your community, wherever in the world. Iôll do my best to reach 

out to them, have a chat with them, record the interviews and share their stories, 

challenges, and advice by posting it here. Remember, itôs the everyday heroes 

who change the world and every positive change helps, however small or large. 

And these heroes could be your sister, your daughter, your classmate or your 

next door neighbour. So if you have a name youôd like to share or youôd like to 

share your own story with the rest of the world, just drop me a line below. 

http://tikiriherath.com/rebeldivas/ 
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For some technical reason, this file would not convert to load on the webpage.  Please contact 

Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com for a copy of the Person Core Values Checklist 
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Labor Day 
Labor Day is on the first Monday of September every year. It was originally organized to celebrate 

various labor unions' strengths of and contributions to the United States' economy.  

Celebrate Labor Day 

Labor Day is a day of rest or the last chance for many people to go on trips before the summer ends. 

For students, it is the last chance to organize parties before school 

starts again. In some neighborhoods, people organize fireworks 

displays, barbecues and public arts or sports events. The American 

football season starts on or around Labor Day and many teams play 

their first game of the season during Labor Day weekend. 

Public Life 

Labor Day is a federal holiday. All Government offices, organizations, 

and many businesses are closed. Some public celebrations, such as 

fireworks displays, picnics, and barbecues, are organized, but they are 

usually low key events. As it is the last chance for many people to take 

summer trips, there may be some congestion on highways and at 

airports. Public transit systems do not usually operate on their regular 

timetables. 

About Labor Day 

The first Labor Day was held in 1882. Its origins stem from the desire 

of the Central Labor Union to create a holiday for workers. It became a 

federal holiday in 1894. It was originally intended that the day would be filled with a street parade to 

allow the public to appreciate the work of the trade and labor organizations. After the parade, a festival 

was to be held to amuse local workers and their families. In later years, prominent men and women 

held speeches. This is less common now, but is sometimes seen in election years. One of the reasons 

for choosing to celebrate this on the first Monday in September, and not on May 1, which is common 

in the rest of the world, was to add a holiday in the long gap between Independence Day and 

Thanksgiving. 

September 4th 
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For some technical reason, this file would not convert to load on the webpage.  

Please contact Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com for a copy of the Person Core Values 

Checklist 

 

This exercise is brought to you by Vision Management.  It has served our 

company well over the years, bringing work life and personal life into focus for 

our clients and our employees. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Bill Joyce at bill.joyce@vismgt.com 

 

  

mailto:Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com
http://vismgt.com/
file:///C:/Users/Bill%20Joyce/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5ZKX9FO2/bill.joyce@vismgt.com
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Do You Need a Writing Coach?  

5 Reasons to Help You Decide 

https://www.stage32.com/blog/Do-You-Need-a-Writing-Coach-5-Reasons-Why-You-Do  

If you read the title of this post and scoffed as you begin reading this very sentence thinking, ñPfft. A 

writing coach. DUMB. Why on earth would I waste my time with a writing coach?ò 

I get it. I used to think the same thing.  

I mean, why, when there are so many resources out there (books, webinars, online classes, 

masterminds, workshops), would you need to fork over a couple grand for a writing coach? 

For the record, Iôm not here to convince you that working with a writing coach will sell your script or 

put you in front of the big dogs. What I am here to do is to share with you the benefits of working with 

someone who has been there, done that, and can talk to you in real time. 

 

Ultimately, youôll choose the process that works best for you. (As you should.) Having said that, letôs 

dig into the benefits of working with a scriptwriting coach. 

 

 

 

  

http://tikiriherath.com/rebeldivas/
https://www.stage32.com/blog/Do-You-Need-a-Writing-Coach-5-Reasons-Why-You-Do
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Benefit #1 ð They Know Their Sh*t 

I have a scriptwriting coach and Iôm pretty sure Iôll have one for a very long time. See, I was the writer 

who started out in front of the TV, timing the length of each act in my favorite show, then noting how 

many story lines ran through it. I would then take that knowledge to my keyboard and start typing 

away madly. 

Eventually I bought books and studied them, highlighting the nuggets. I watched webinars. I took 

online courses. I watched more TV, read more books, watched more webinars. 

While these tools are all very valuable, I have found that working one-on-one with someone else is 

exactly what I needed.  

With a coach, I can ask detailed questions. Have an extensive conversation. I can vent my frustrations 

or turn those frustrations into art, but best of all, I can leave the coaching session feeling fulfilled, 

understood and more eager to conquer my script than I did an hour before. 

A good writing coach knows his stuff. He understands the importance of theme and character arcs and 

the story engine that drives each episode and when your dialogue falls short or the overall theme is 

weaker than your third cup of tea, a good coach will point it out to you and help you pull it together. 

Benefit #2 ð They Know What Executives Want 

Working with someone who works directly with producers and directors really comes in handy when 

you have questions about any part of the scriptwriting process. From writing and pitching, to having a 

script optioned, your coach will more than likely have the answers. 

I love this about my coach. I can ask her intimate questions about her own process and get answers I 

might not get from a book or webinar. (She just sold a script to New Line Cinema with an actor of note 

at the helm to produce it.) It helps me have more than a textbook understanding of what really happens 

out there after a script is optioned. 
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Benefit #3 ð They Read Every Word You Write 

I took a five-week online course when I started working on the bible for my pilot. Because it was all 

email based, the students never got to actually speak to the instructor (who is an active producer on an 

HBO drama), nor did we get to share our actual pilot with him. We basically read his written lesson, 

did the work and then submitted what we had. After a week, we got notes. That was it. 

I think the course had value, but it would have had so much more value if the instructor was able to 

read the pilot in addition to the bible. Whether youôre working on a treatment for a screenplay, a bible 

for a pilot, or a written pitch to submit here on Stage 32, every piece works in tandem. A coach will 

read every word you write.  

Benefit #4 They See What You Canõt 

I think, by far, this is the greatest benefit. I canôt tell you how many times Iôll pop on Zoom with my 

coach and sheôll say something like, ñOh my GOD, the theme of trial and struggle with each of your 

characters is uh-may-zing and I just love how you have it show up in the scene with the fish, 

especially. I mean, fish represent struggle. How you weaved that together is ï BAM ï spot on!ò 

Okay, I had NO idea that fish represented struggle, but YAY FOR ME!!  

Because she saw something I wasnôt fully conditioned to seeing yet, I was able to understand how to 

continue to weave theme throughout my story. Iôve read about this before and Iôve been told this 

before. I understand it needs to be prevalent, but there is something about hearing it directly from your 

coach (over and over again) that really helps drive the point home. 

Benefit #5 They Know the Lingo 

I remember the first time someone asked me if I had a bible ready for one of my ideas. 

Being the literal fool I am, I thought he was uber religious and suggesting I keep a bible next to me 

while I was writing.  

Or the time I was at a television festival talking to a producer and he said, ñI just need to line up my 

DOP.ò  Oh boyé)   
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National Grandparents Day 
Many families in the United States observe National Grandparents Day on the first Sunday of 

September after Labor Day. This day honors grandparents.  

 

What Do People Do? 

Many people honor their grandparents through a range of 

activities such as gift-giving, card-giving, and for children 

to invite their grandparents to school for a day where they 

participate in special lessons or special assembly programs. 

Many school students take part in story-telling activities 

that relate to their grandparents, as well as art or poster 

competitions where children often use a story about their 

grandparents in their artwork. 

 

About four million greeting cards are sent within the United 

States each year on National Grandparents Day. This day is 

also an opportunity for people to appreciate and express their love to their grandparents through kind 

actions such as making a phone call or inviting their grandparents for dinner.  People living in 

retirement villages or nursing homes may receive a visit from their grandchildren or loved ones on this 

day. 

 

Background 

In any event National Grandparents Day was finally signed into 

law by President Jimmy Carter in 1978. Marian McQuade 

received a phone call from the White House to advise her of this 

event. Many people believe that National Grandparents Day was 

inspired by her efforts. A presidential proclamation on September 

6, 1979, made this day official ï it designated Sunday, September 

9, 1979, (being the ñfirst Sunday of September following Labor 

Dayò) as National Grandparents Day. 

 

Each year the President is requested to issue a proclamation to: designate the first Sunday in 

September after Labor Day as National Grandparents Day; and to call on people, groups and 

organizations to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

September 10th 
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I leaned to the woman next to me and whispered, ñWhatôs a DOP?ò   

 ñDirector of Photography,ò she said with a grin. 

Granted, you donôt need to know every drop of lingo as you dive into your writing adventure, but it 

sure does help when you can bounce things off someone in the know. 

Again, Iôm not here to convince you. We all write differently and process information differently. Iôve 

just noticed that working one-on-one with a seasoned scriptwriter has been the edge I needed. Truly. It 

may be different for you. 

Finally, this industry changes rapidly. For some, thatôs good news. Jacob Krueger of the Jacob Krueger 

Studio in New York (co-writer of The Matthew Shepard Story) told attendees in a webinar 

recently, ñThis is the time for original pilots. For the past two years, thatôs what executives and 

producers are looking for. So write them.ò 

Being a part of a studio with seasoned writers and show runners also gives me an advantage because 

their instructors and coaches are out on the front lines. They know the deal.  

No matter how you choose this path, let it be with confidence. Do what works for you. And never stop 

writing. 

 

About Joleene Moody 

Joleene is a former television reporter and anchor turned ghostwriter and 

aspiring television writer. Her mission? To get you to stop doing the things 

you hate.  

Visit her at www.joleenemoody.com. 

Like this blog post? Please share it on social media (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, email etc) by using 

social media buttons at the top of the blog. Or post to your personal blog and anywhere else you feel 

appropriate. Thank you. 

  

http://www.joleenemoody.com/
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Tall Tale TV 

http://www.TallTaleTV.com 

 
In 2015 Chris Herron became Legally 

blind for the better part of a year. Unable 

to read, he turned to audiobooks for 

escape. Once his eyes recovered, he 

maintained his love for audiobooks and 

turned from being a writer to becoming a 

narrator. He devised Tall Tale TV as a 

way to help the writing community that 

he had come to love for over a decade. 

 

Tall Tale TV is a free audiobook project 

designed to help aspiring authors get 

noticed. Primarily a YouTube channel, 

Tall Tale TV takes submitted short 

stories and turns them into professional 

quality audiobook videos. All at no cost. 

These videos are meant to be used as 

promotional tools by the author. 
 

 

 

Shadows Within Dark Places 
I have been given a great privilege.  The first chapter of my epic 

fantasy Shadows Within Dark Places has been read on Tall Tale 

TV.  Take a moment to hear the adventure in Mandarla and learn 

about Jadarr and the Calling! 

 

Tall Tale TV 

http://talltaletv.com/shadows-within-dark-places/ 

 

 
  

http://www.talltaletv.com/
http://talltaletv.com/shadows-within-dark-places/
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The Long View on a Writerõs Work 
There are advantages and disadvantages to living a very long time, as 

I have. One of the advantages is that you canôt help having a long 

view. Youôve seen it come and seen it go. Something thatôs being 

announced as the absolute only way to write, you recognize as a 

fashion, a fad, trendyï the way to write right now if you want to 

sell right now to a right now editor. But thereôs also the long run to 

consider. Nothingôs deader than last yearôs trend. My book aims for 

the long run, rather than short-term instant salability. ð Ursula K. 

Le Guin in an interview in The Writerôs Chronicle 

 
I read this quote from the brilliant Le Guin a few days ago, and Iôve been carrying it with me and 

turning it around to study it ever since.  I find a great deal of freedom in what she says here, a lifting of 

the burden of ñfaster, fasterò that is a part of this moment (every moment?) in the writing world. 

 

A Shifting in my Mindset 

Last week, I decided to spend some time writing for myself, to put off the publication of my next book 

for a while (although Love Letters to Writers is still coming), to let my heart and mind slow down 

about my career just a bit. Le Guinôs words gave me a great deal of peace because, well, I am looking 

at the long run here. I want to write books that matter now but also later. I want them to have 

longevity. I want works that are perseverant, not just passive income. 

 

That said, many of us need to sell books to make a living, and I donôt discount that at all. Itôs just not 

the model I can work in at this moment, and I have the great gift of having a living from editing and 

coaching . . . believe me, that is a huge gift of freedom for me just now. 

 

 

Shadow Soldier Series  

Available now!   
 

https://www.books2read.com/u/mvY5ye 

 

https://www.books2read.com/u/b6QWa0 

 

 

  

https://www.books2read.com/u/mvY5ye
https://www.books2read.com/u/b6QWa0
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Whatõs Your Mindset? 

I donôt know why you write books: to make a financial living, to make change in the world, to unleash 

a story that has been bound up inside you.  All of those reasons for writing ï and the endless list of 

other motivations ï are valid and important, and I do not judge them at all.  I simply encourage you to 

ask yourself a few questions: 

 

Why did you start writing?   What brought you to words first? Is that reason still alive within 

you? 

What do you need from your writing life? Do you need it to provide for you financially? Do 

you need it to give you release? Do you need it to give you voice, or access, or activism? Do you 

need it to show you want you think or believe or feel? 

What do you want to share with your writing? Are you sharing escape or entertainment? 

Teaching or tips? Story or the song of words? 

What affirms you in your writing?  The completion of the work? Being paid for writing? 

Words of praise from readers? Bearing witness to the changes your words have wrought? 

 

Your answers to these questions will clarify whether you are writing for now or for the long-view or for 

both.  Again, I see no value in elevating one or the other of these perspectives on writing. But rather, I 

think there is freedom in knowing our motivations, our goals, and our dreams for our words... and there 

is freedom in knowing that our motivations, our goals, and our dreams can change. 

 

Oh the ability to change our minds ï itôs a beautiful thing. 

 

Andi Cumbo-Floyd 
Andi Cumbo-Floyd is a writer, editor, and writing coach, whose books include 

Discover Your Writing Self, Writing Day in and Day Out, The Slaves Have Names, 

and the Steele Secrets series. She lives on a farm at the edge of Virginia's Blue 

Ridge Mountains with her husband, 4 dogs, 4 cats, 6 goats, and 25 chickens.  

 

She can be found at http://www.andilit.com/ 

 

 
  

http://www.andilit.com/
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South Park Feeding Grounds.  

Charcoal on cardboard cracker box 
Painting by Sheila Tintera - https://www.facebook.com/sheila.tintera 

 

You can also find Sheilaôs works at 

http://gregoryjamesgallery.com/artist/sheila-tintera/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1666738893585907/ 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/sheila.tintera
http://gregoryjamesgallery.com/artist/sheila-tintera/
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Patriot Day 
Patriot Day is an annual observance on September 11 to remember those who were injured or died 

during the terrorist attacks in the United States on September 11, 2001. Many Americans refer Patriot 

Day as 9/11 or September 11.  

 

Observe Patriot Day 

On the direction of the President, the flag of the United States of America should be displayed on the 

homes of Americans, the White House and all 

United States government buildings in the whole 

world. The flag should be flown at half-staff as a 

mark of respect to those who died on September 

11, 2001. Many people observe a moment of 

silence at 8:46 AM (Eastern Daylight Time). 

This marks the time that the first plane flew into 

the World Trade Center. Some communities, 

particularly in the areas directly affected by the 

attacks, hold special church services or prayer 

meetings. People who personally experienced 

the events in 2001 or lost loved ones in them, 

may lay flowers or visit memorials. 

 

About Patriot Day 

On September 11, 2001, four planes were hijacked. The hijackers then deliberately flew three of the 

planes into two important buildings, the Pentagon in Washington DC and the Twin Towers of the 

World Trade Center in New York. The fourth crashed into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. The 

loss of life and damage that these hijackings caused form the biggest act of terrorism ever on United 

States soil. Nearly 3000 people died in the attacks and the economic impact was immense. 

September 11th 
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Definition:  Epic Fantasy 
Traveling to a place you never knew existed to find a treasure you never knew 

you wanted and meeting friends you never want to lose.  Who knew reading 

epic fantasy could be so good! 

 

The Finding 

Ariah, from the moment of her transformation to Unicorn, is given a mission to 

find and stop the evil that has covered her valley in darkness.  Leaving the only 

home she knows, she bands with an elf maiden Dariel, a leopard, a grumpy wolf 

and the young man Tarran for a journey of discovery seeking the Light of 

Savron that can stand up against The Darkness.   

Find us in many fine eBook stores 

https://www.books2read.com/u/3JKn5K 

 

7 lessons from books made into movie adaptations 
Part 1 of 2 

For the full articleé 

http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-

into-movies-7-

lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campai

gn=ea2af7ed1e-

Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email

&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-

57026869  
 

Many authors who have had books made into movie adaptations have become multi-millionaires 

almost overnight. Why are some books primed for screen adaptation from the start? They share in 

common strong high concepts, great structure, visual flair and more. Read 7 lessons from books 

adapted for screen that will help you make your novel blockbuster material: 

1. Brainstorm a strong central idea or high concept 

2. Work at your storyôs structure for good plot 

3. Make your fictional world visual and vivid 

4. Tap into universal story themes 

5. Make your prose lean and effective 

6. Write dialogue that gets books made into movies 

7. Think for the silver screen: Show more than tell 

Letôs explore each of these tips with examples from books adapted for film: 

 

  

https://www.books2read.com/u/3JKn5K
http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-into-movies-7-lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campaign=ea2af7ed1e-Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-57026869
http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-into-movies-7-lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campaign=ea2af7ed1e-Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-57026869
http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-into-movies-7-lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campaign=ea2af7ed1e-Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-57026869
http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-into-movies-7-lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campaign=ea2af7ed1e-Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-57026869
http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-into-movies-7-lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campaign=ea2af7ed1e-Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-57026869
http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-into-movies-7-lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campaign=ea2af7ed1e-Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-57026869
http://www.nownovel.com/blog/books-made-into-movies-7-lessons/?utm_source=Now+Novel&utm_campaign=ea2af7ed1e-Blog_Mail_All_18052017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ca58c8841-ea2af7ed1e-57026869
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1. Brainstorm a strong central idea or high concept 

Movie-ready books have good central ideas and high concepts. A óhigh conceptô in film and television 

means a striking, easily communicated idea or premise. Even though adapting Harry Potter for film 

made financial sense (given its massive audience), Rowlingôs central idea for the first novel is already 

cinematic: 

óHarry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start dropping on the doormat at 

number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are 

swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harryôs eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed 

giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, 

and he has a place at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to 

begin!ô (via Bloomsbury) 

Letôs examine the components of what makes this a movie-ready high concept: 

1. Thereôs a hook or inciting event.The first sentence tells a crucial, curiosity-inducing event ï 

mysterious letters arriving ï that sets the story in motion. 

2. We see a central characterôs starting point and are promised exciting change. From the 

starting point of Harryôs life at 4 Privet Drive, we know an óincredible adventureô will happen 

and have hints for why it will be exciting (Harry discovers heôs a wizard). 

3. We learn the initial settings (and are promised a progression from ordinary to 

extraordinary setting).We know the story will take us from the ordinary suburban setting of 

óPrivet Driveô to óHogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardryô. 

4. There are small secondary character introductions. Not only do we know something about 

Harry (he finds out heôs a wizard on his 11th birthday) but we also learn of his ógrislyô aunt and 

uncle and the óbeetle-eyed giant of a manô, Hagrid. 

The central idea easily communicates just enough details of setting, character, and change to get us 

intrigued. Make sure your own central idea also gives a general, beguiling glimpse into your story. 
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2. Work at your storyõs structure for good plot 

Books made into movie adaptations are typically well paced and structured. They grip readersô 

attention and pull them into their worlds, leaving screenwriters less work to do when adapting.  

Letôs start with a list of books made into movies more than once: 

¶ Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy (15 

adaptations) 

¶ Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

(11 adaptations including miniseries) 

¶ Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë (23 film, 

13 TV) 

¶ Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë 

(22 for film and TV, including Italian, 

Japanese and Bollywood adaptations) 

Each of the books in the list above is well-structured. Anna Karenina is divided into eight parts, 

already a satisfying division for a miniseries adaptation. 

Part 1 sets up the main intrigues of the epic saga. The title characterôs brother, Stiva, has cheated on his 

wife and the family is in turmoil, just when Anna visits Moscow. At the same time, Stivaôs old friend 

Kostantin Levin (óKostyaô) is arriving to propose to Stivaôs wifeôs youngest sister, Kitty. Kitty in turn is 

being pursued by a handsome young count, Vronksy. 

If you summarized part 1 in a word, it would be óarrivalsô. Tolstoy uses part 1 to establish the criss-

crossing desires of the characters living or arriving in Moscow and sets his characters (with their 

different objectives) on a collision course. 

This creates multiples situations of suspense and curiosity from the outset. By the end of part 1, we 

have an idea of multiple charactersô goals as well as competition between them (such as Kostya and 

Vronksyôs competition for Kittyôs affections). 

Set up your storyôs opening so it draws readers into your charactersô arcs from the outset. A strong 

hook and structured plot prime a story for screen adaptation. 
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Constitution Day and Citizenship Day 
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day on September 17 commemorates the formation and signing of 

the Constitution of the United States on September 17, 1787. It is dedicated to all US citizens.  

 

Background 

On Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, an event 

which falls during Constitution Week, many people in 

the United States recognize the anniversary of the 

nationôs constitution and the efforts and 

responsibilities of all citizens. With regard to the 

nationôs constitution, in the summer of 1787 delegates 

convened in Philadelphia to create ña more perfect 

unionò and to craft the country's constitution. They 

worked to develop a framework that would provide 

balance and freedom, taking into account federal and 

state interests, as well as individual human rights. The delegates signed the Constitution of the United 

States on September 17 that year. By June 21, 1788, the constitution was effective, having been 

approved by nine of the 13 states. 

September 18th 
 

 
 

 

 

Wouldnõt it be marvelous to have your story advertised here. 

 

Before you say no, take a look at the facts: 

ü Advertising fee = $0.00 

ü Readership is authors on the same journey 

ü We encourage and you can too! 

Email bill.joyce@vismgt.com and join in the fun! 
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3. Make your fictional world visual and vivid 

What do novels adapted for film and TV such as Tolkienôs Lord of the Rings cycle and George R. 

R. Martinôs A Song of Ice and Fire series have in common? Besides genre (in this instance) and 

gripping plot, both offer readers rich, finely mapped and imagined worlds. Worlds of vivid imagery and 

striking contrasts. Consider the contrast betwen Tolkienôs description of The Shire (the Hobbitsô 

peaceful homeland), and the dangerous Mordor: 

Frodoôs uncle Bilbo describing the Shire: 

óI want to see the wild country again before I die, and the Mountains; but [Frodo] is still in love with 

the Shire, with woods and fields and little rivers.ô 

Elsewhere, Tolkien also describes the Shireôs landscape and mood: 

óThe Shire had seldom seen so fair a summer, or so rich an autumn: the trees were laden with apples, 

honey was dripping in the combs, and the corn was tall and full.ô 

Compare to Tolkienôs description of Frodo first laying eyes upon Sauronôs fortress in Mordor: 

óDarkness lay there under the Sun. Fire glowed amid the smoke. Mount Doom was burning, and a great 

reek rising. Then at last his gaze was held: wall upon wall, battlement upon battlement, black, 

immeasurably strong, mountain of iron, gate of steel, tower of adamant, he saw it: Barad-dûr, Fortress 

of Sauron. All hope left him.ô 

Compare the apple-laden trees of the shire to the ógreat reekô and the ówall upon wallô of Mordorôs 

hope-destroying ómountain of ironô. Vivid descriptions such as these make writing visual and 

immersive. They thus give visual screenplay authors plenty to work with. 

Bridget works with a talented team of writers supporting new writers on their 

journey of discovery.  Check out their blog and writerôs support programs.  You 

will be glad you did. 

www.nownovel.com 

Bridgetôs top three favorite novels of the moment / all time: 

The Post-Birthday World by Lionel Shriver 

1. The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay 

2. What I Loved by Siri Hustvedt 

Ultimate drink while reading: A pot of freshly brewed Ceylon tea with milk, no sugar. 
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Girl Talk ð Coming soon! 
Iôll be posting videos of inspirational girls from around the world starting in 

2017. Please pass on the names of girls of any age, who you think have made a 

difference in your community, wherever in the world. Iôll do my best to reach 

out to them, have a chat with them, record the interviews and share their stories, 

challenges, and advice by posting it here. Remember, itôs the everyday heroes 

who change the world and every positive change helps, however small or large. 

And these heroes could be your sister, your daughter, your classmate or your 

next door neighbour. So if you have a name youôd like to share or youôd like to 

share your own story with the rest of the world, just drop me a line below. 

http://tikiriherath.com/give-girls-a-voice/ 
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Editorial 
In the journey of becoming an author, we have the opportunity to meet special people.  If nothing 

comes of my writing efforts, the individuals that have enriched my life far exceed my original 

expectations. 

 

Tikiri Hearth is one of those special and precious people I have met on my journey.  I was given the 

privilege of beta-reading her upcoming first book in her The Red Heeled Rebels Book Series.  The 

book took me around the world and allowed me to experience the courage and determination of a 

special girl born to extraordinary situations.  As I related to Tikiri: 

There, before my eyes, a world I have never seen began to open up and take hold of me not 

allowing grammatical commentary but slowly digging deep within my heart asking why such 

evil exists and how a beautiful child could ever endure. This story is beyond tradecraft or style 

critique.  It exists in an entirely different realm of writing.  It is, in my not so humble opinion, a 

soul writing that needs to be read. 

 

It is slow in building a plot and you may get anxious as it allows the childôs memories to have a 

voice.  DO NOT give upðbecome the child and feel her inner vitality.  Allow the scenes to 

have their moments and embrace them, knowing that they are part of the woman growing before 

your eyes.  Too much of life is rushed.  It is time to slow down and let your heart embrace the 

world before you. 

If you have a moment, reach out and get to know this wonderful woman ï 

http://tikiriherath.com/ 
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Gold Star Mother's Day 
Gold Star Motherôs Day is observed in the United States on the last Sunday of September each year. It 

is a day for people to recognize and honor those who have lost a son or daughter while serving the 

United States Armed Forces.  

 

What Do People Do? 

Each year on Gold Star Mother's Day the United States president calls on all Americans to display the 

nation's flag and hold appropriate meetings to publicly express their love, sorrow, and reverence 

towards Gold Star Mothers and their families. Government buildings are also required to display the 

flag. 

 

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. is an organization of mothers whose sons or daughters served and 

died while serving their nation in times of war or 

conflict. It organizes major events that take 

place on or around Gold Star Motherôs Day each 

year. Previous activities included a Gold Star 

flower wreath laying service, as well as an 

afternoon tour of President Lincolnôs cottage in 

Washington DC. 

 

This day is a tribute to all parents whose 

children died as a result of their service with the 

United States Armed Forces. It commemorates 

the contributions, commitments and sacrifices 

made by those parents individually and through the American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. 

 

Background 

The name the Gold Star Mothers was derived from the custom of military families who put a service 

flag near their front window. The flag featured a star for each family member serving in their country ï 

living members were denoted in blue but gold stars honored family members who were killed while in 

duty. In 1918 President Woodrow Wilson approved the wearing of black arm bands bearing a gilt star 

by those who had a family member who died in the military service to the United States. This 

distinguished them from the blue stars, representing a family member presently serving in the armed 

forces. 

September 24th 
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Monthly Recipe 

Adventure  
We have begun a yearlong cooking adventure to 

create a cookbook that is - fun. 

 

We would love to have you participate in this 

adventure. 

 

Each month we are going to include a new recipe 

being developed in our test kitchen.  (Location of 

the test kitchen is kept secret - even from Poppyé  

We believe it is somewhere under the pile of 

dishes he forgot to doé) 

 

Your task, if you wish to participate is to: 

Try the recipe and comment - help us make 

it better and add a family story or two to the 

adventure. 

Take a picture of your competed dish and 

send it in as a jpg fileé 

Or add a recipe of your own and become 

part of the cookbook! 

All proceeds of Poppyôs Pantry and Grandmaôs Cupboard will be donated to North Texas Childrenôs 

Hospitals. 

 

Have a recipe to addé 
We would love to include your favorite receipt in our Cookbook.  The 

tradition of gathering around the table to enjoy good food and good friends is 

at the center of living a good life. 

 

Feel free to contact us at bill.joyce@vismgt.com and submit your recipe.  

Letôs work together to expand the fun of this wonderful tradition.  
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