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Careful What You Ask For 
 

“People ask you for criticism, but they only want praise.”  

― W. Somerset Maugham, Of Human Bondage 

 

There is an old saying, "If you can't stand the heat, get out of the 

kitchen."  Meaning, don't ask someone to review your writing if 

you can't accept what they may tell you.  

 

So, your masterpiece is done.  Now, you want everyone to know 

how talented you are.  You know it's a great novel, but you want 

confirmation from someone other than your devoted family.  

You call your writer-friend and ask if he would mind reviewing 

your story.  Of course, your friend is delighted and honored.  

You can't wait to hear all the fabulous accolades he has to say 

about your writing. 

 

But sadly, that is not the case.  He returns your baby and much to 

your surprise, has several negative comments, or shall we say, 

recommendations, to discuss with you.  You are shocked!  How 

could he find anything wrong with your book?  Apparently, he 

doesn't know good writing when he sees it!   And that is the end 

of the friendship. 

 

 
“James the editor” 

http://theodd1sout.tumblr.com/ 

However, before you lose any more friends, here are four suggestions to help you deal with criticism:  

 

1. DON'T ASK:   Before you ask someone to review your work, be sure you are ready to face the 

consequences.  Do you want sugar coated warm fuzzies?  Or do you want the hardcore blood and guts 

of it?   
Continued on page 2 

 

Do you know someone who would be interested in reading our little newsletter? 

Please have them simply send us an email so they can get every issue of Monthly Conversation.  Send 

us an email to Newsletter Editor and we will be happy to include you on our mailing list! 
 

 

http://theodd1sout.tumblr.com/
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20newsletter%20subscription%20list
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Careful What - Continued from Page 1 

 

I have received critiques served with love and tenderness.  On the other hand, I have also received 

criticism delivered like a U. S. Army Drill Sergeant.  Although you may think your first draft is your 

last, someone else may think 

you have a long road to 

travel before you call 

yourself a writer.  Not 

everyone will like a crime 

story or a sci-fi epic.  

Everyone will have an 

opinion.  You don't have to 

take anyone's suggestion.  

But I found that sometimes 

the most brutal critique is the 

best.  And once you stop 

crying, you may realize that 

was just what you needed to 

make your good book a great 

book. 

 

2. DON'T DEFEND:  No matter what criticism you receive, don't defend your writing.  It is not up for 

debate.  It is your story.  Don't take it as an attack on your intelligence.  Let them finish their 

comments and thank them for taking the time to review your writing, even if you disagree with their 

assessment. 

 

Instead of being defensive, ask them why they came up with their conclusion.  Perhaps, your thought 

was not communicated adequately to the reader.  You meant it one way, but the reader interpreted it 

another.  Tell them what you intended and address or correct the problem in your story. 

 

3. DON'T WHINE  

No one likes to receive criticism.  And no one likes a whiner.  Every writer gets a harsh critique now 

and then.  Even the most successful and well-known author has received criticism.  No one is picking 

on you.  The critic is not out to destroy your life.  Every writer, artist, musician needs to develop a 

tough skin.  As Aristotle said, “There is only one way to avoid criticism: do nothing, say nothing, and 

be nothing." 

 
Continued on Page 3 
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Careful What - Continued from Page 2 

 

4. DON'T QUIT  

So you have received one bad comment about your writing.  You might as well just chuck the whole 

thing in the trash and forget the silly idea of becoming an author.  Right?—Wrong!  Here are just a few 

writers you may have heard of that have been told by critics they can't write, their story would never 

sell, or they should look for another like of work: 

 George Orwell, Animal Farm 

 Gertrude Stein, The Autobiography of 

Alice B. Toklas 

 Stephen King, Carrie 

 William Golding, Lord of the Flies 

 Jack Kerouac,  One the Road 

 Mary Higgins Clark, Journey Back to Love 

 Ayn Rand, The Fountainhead 

 Ernest Hemingway, The Torrents of Spring 

The bottom line is that you are not obligated to 

accept criticism of your work as set in stone.  You 

don't have to change your story especially if you 

feel the criticism is not justified.   Accepting criticism is much like the sign in my kitchen about 

accepting dinner—you can take it, or leave it. 

 

 
http://www.dreamwriterpress.com/ 

Founder and Executive Creative 

Writer 

Barbara Ann Horton 
Barbara Ann has published fiction and nonfiction.  Her stories and 

articles have appeared in Dark Regions; Parents Magazine; Wonder 

Time Children's Magazine; Hydro Review; Kansas City Star 

Newspaper; Olathe Daily News; Independence Missouri Examiner; 

The National Library of Poetry; Fate Magazine and national trade 

magazines.  She has written lyrics and music to published songs, and 

performed those songs on stage.  Barbara Ann has written and directed 

plays for several theatrical groups and has also sold scripts.  She 

created and wrote a humor column, The Lighter Side of Life, from 

Mother and Wife, for a local newspaper in Kansas. 

 

  

http://www.dreamwriterpress.com/


 

Monthly 
Conversation 

Volume 3 - Issue 6 – June 2016 

 

4  

 

 

Father's Day in the United States 
Father's Day in the United States is on the third Sunday of June. It celebrates the contribution that 

fathers and father figures make for their children's lives. Its origins may lie in a memorial service 

held for a large group of men, many of them fathers, who were killed in a mining accident in 

Monongah, West Virginia in 1907.  

 

Father's Day is an occasion to mark and celebrate the contribution that 

your own father has made to your life. Many people send or give cards or 

gifts to their fathers. Common Father's Day gifts include sports items or 

clothing, electronic gadgets, outdoor cooking supplies and tools for 

household maintenance. 

 

 

The 21 Day Promise Journey 
Have you ever wondered if promises are real?  Have you ever identified 

the top three you seek within your life?  Here is a chance to spend 21 

days seeped in the 12 Step program focused on the top three promises 

found within the Big Book.  To take this customized journey, just email 

me at bill.joyce@vismgt.com. I will provide step by-step instructions. 
 

Special Offer 
This customized Meditation book (PDF) normally sells for $25.00.  As 

some of the first to take this special journey and as member of Monthly 

Conversation, we are offing this wonderful opportunity totally free.  The 

first 10 to respond will receive their book FREE.  After that the rest 

responding to this promotion will get a 50% discount. 

 

 

 

Ode to the Critic 
 

Strike quickly at my heart 

Do not hesitate 

Slash away at the musings 

I dared to create 
 

Peace was never promised  

On this journey borne 

Your slashing pen endured 

Is not to be forsworn   

r.e.joyce  

  

mailto:bill.joyce@vismgt.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjV3fWbzbTMAhVCOSYKHdO2AMkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.123freevectors.com/happy-fathers-day-vector/&bvm=bv.120853415,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGOdjbXtWtfQwMIZvbaAp6NJVM8IQ&ust=1462045244607126
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2016 Calendar of Topics for Monthly Conversation 

Month Main Topic Principle 

January Resolutions—I am author, hear me roar!  Choice 

February The story of you—building your author profile for the world to 

see. 
Vision 

March Maintain the urge—allowing your passion to fill the pages. Passion 

April Sharpen your craft—it is in the continuing process of learning 

that the art form takes shape. 
Education 

May Writing process—now is the best time for picking up the pen.  

Missed it—don’t worry–now is here again! 
Perseverance 

June Critiques—pesky and sometimes painful allow for growth. Acceptance 

July Open to the journey—allow others to join your writing quest—

your next great mentor may be ready to meet you. 
Sharing 

August The gift of giving—a thimbleful of love shared brings oceans of 

happiness in return. 
Support 

September We, the place of togetherness—it is in community that we find 

the encouragement we need. 
Community 

October  
Sharing without plagiarism—once the dictionary was printed all 

books existed.  Now we just reform the words into new 

experiences for others to embrace. 

Nurture 

November Transformation from craft to art—it is not in the grammar but 

the heart of the message where art exists. 
Excellence 

December Read more—It was in reading that we found the gift of our 

writing. 
Beginnings 

Have another idea or article for the newsletter … 

Be sure to email the editor and we will do our best to get you published … It is all about sharing the 

word … 

 

  

mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20an%20article%20for%20the%20newsletter
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Top Twelve Amateur Writing Mistakes 
Imagine finishing your first novel and 

proudly showing it off to an agent, hoping 

that lightning will strike and your fabulous 

talent will be discovered. The problem is 

your fabulous manuscript is riddled with 

amateur mistakes that could easily be fixed, 

allowing the gem that you created to shine 

through and convince agents and editors 

you’re the real deal. How? By applying a 

little elbow grease up front and sticking to 

the guidelines laid out here. 

So here are my Top Twelve Amateur 

Mistakes Writers Make: 

1. Overuse of I said, he said, she said. 

Your manuscript doesn’t need them. Cut out half of them, and then cut out another half and 

your manuscript will start to have lift off. 

2. Repetitive phrases. Use a software program to check for repeated words. You will be shocked 

how often you repeat the same word on a page. Overuse of identical words shows a limited 

range of skill in detailing events in your story. There are programs that will do this for you fast 

and easily, so invest in one and make your manuscript start to zing! (I use ProWriting Aid but 

there are many out there!) 

3. Typos. Don’t have any. Period. 

4. Not replacing backwards, forwards, towards, upwards, downwards, with backward, forward, 

toward, upward and downward 

 

Juneteenth in the United States 
 

Juneteenth is an annual observance on June 19 to remember when 

Union soldiers enforced the Emancipation Proclamation and freed all 

remaining slaves in Texas on June 19, 1865. This day is an opportunity 

for people to celebrate freedom and equal rights in the United States.  
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5. Overusing (insert pronoun) heard, saw, felt, realized, seemed, had been. Use the word search 

function and count the number of times you use each of the listed words. You will be shocked at 

how much you overuse this method of describing your character’s actions. Replace as many as 

you can with active descriptions. I heard a shot fired, is more exciting when it’s written as a shot 

zinged over my head making my ears ring. I felt a bolt of fear can be better stated as fear ripped 

through me like a bolt of ice. 

6. Did I mention typos? They’re there. Find them, 

including bad punctuation and missing periods. 

7. Overuse of backstory and flashbacks. Eliminate them 

whenever possible. Stories are best told in the present 

tense. Flashbacks and prologues are a bit like cheating. 

Find a way to weave the backstory into the present and 

your editors won’t get annoyed with you. 

8. Buying into the family and friends bandwagon who 

claim your novel is the best they’ve ever read. They are 

biased, even when they say they’re not. They can’t see 

the forest for the dangling participles. Don’t believe a word they say. Find a good editor who 

doesn’t see you on Thanksgiving Day and pay for as much criticism as you can take. The only 

way you will grow as a writer is to hear feedback which is impartial and informed. 

9. Wallowing in self-pity when your manuscript gets rejected. This business is very subjective. 

Your manuscript might be great, it might be average. Doesn’t matter. The only way anyone will 

ever read it is if you make it worth reading. So don’t wallow, work harder at learning the craft 

and develop a thick skin. 

10. Working on the same story over and over for ten years thinking that the first book is so precious 

it has to sell before you ever write the second one. Don’t linger in the past. The first book might 

have been your best, it also might have been an exercise in Can I Do This? The answer is yes, 

now send it out to get edited by a professional while you write the next book. Don’t wait around 

hoping lightning is going to strike. It probably won’t. But if you start the next book while the 

first one is in the hopper getting edited, then pretty soon you’ll have two books, and when that 

happens, your confidence will increase and with proper feedback, your writing will begin to 

improve. Then you just might climb out of the amateur stage into the up and coming author 

stage. 
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11. Writing a book that is 500 precious pages long! Unless you really are the next George RR 

Martin cut it down to 80,000 words and you might find an agent who will read it. If you don’t think it 

can be done, start taking out secondary story lines and see what happens. If that doesn’t work, try 

removing a sub-character and see if you can trim the story. 

12. Having a query letter that begins with “All 

my friends think this is the best book they ever 

read!” Or even worse, “This book is the next (fill in 

blank) Harry Potter, Game of Thrones, Twilight.” 

Tell the agent what is unique about your story. 

Convince them you have a twist that hasn’t been 

done yet and they might ask for a few pages. DON’T 

send your entire manuscript with the query. Be 

careful to read their submission guidelines and 

follow them. You are not special, and your work 

won’t be seen as such if you pester them or try to 

step out of their guidelines because you’re convinced 

your manuscript is unique. The work will speak for you, so let it. 

Remember, keep an iron jaw, and always keep writing! 

About Alane Adams 

Alane Adams, Legends of Orkney, The Red Sun Book, Writing Life 

Having been an avid reader my entire life, books based on mythology have 

always fascinated me the most. I think it’s the idea of magic and the unlimited 

potential behind the surreal. Building an entirely new world like the fantastical 

realm of Orkney in my series has been a wonderful challenge. 

 
When I’m not writing or teaching, I’m out hiking somewhere in the world or hanging out with my three 

boys who are my greatest joy. Thank you for visiting my page. I hope you enjoy reading these books as 

much as I enjoyed writing them for you.   

To learn more about my foundation visit: www.riseupfoundation.org. 

  

http://alaneadams.com/category/alane-adams/
http://alaneadams.com/category/legends-of-orkney/
http://alaneadams.com/category/the-red-sun/
http://alaneadams.com/category/writing-life/
http://www.riseupfoundation.org/
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10 Steps to Accepting Critique 
In order to sculpt a work of art, the artist must nick away at it with a chisel. In order to create a 

beautiful piece of pottery, it must go through several phases, one of which involves fire. The same is 

true for your writing. 

 

The level to which you subject your work to refinement is completely related to how great it 

becomes. 

 

If I were speaking publicly, I’d repeat that for emphasis. As it is, though, I can only rely on italics. 

Which my critique partner would remove because the writing should stand on its own.  

 

There are ten things you should remember about the “Accepting” part of the critique process. 

 

1. Crave it—You need to arrive at the place where you crave the refinement because your goal of a 

great piece of writing far exceeds your need for a hearty handshake and a pat on the back. Your 

desire to give your readers a good experience must supersede, in every way, the warm fuzzies you 

might feel with a nice, easy critique from your mom. 

2. Listen—When a critique partner doesn’t like a certain paragraph, or feels it doesn’t convey what 

you’d intended, listen to the reasoning. Sometimes you’ll find that it didn’t work for a reason you 

can overlook, but sometimes, when you really listen, you can uncover an underlying problem that 

needs to be addressed. 

3. Remember the goal—After all, what’s the point, here? Why are you having someone critique 

your work? It’s not so that one person will like it. Your goal is to make it better for the end-user, 

your reader, right? So take the comments and suggestions in with that goal in mind. 

 

D-Day in the United States 
D-Day is observed in the U.S. in memory of the Normandy landings in France 

on June 6, 1944, in which American soldiers and other Allied forces fought to 

end World War II in Europe.  

About 160,000 Allied troops landed on the beaches of Normandy, France, to fight Nazi soldiers on 

June 6, 1944. General Dwight D. Eisenhower called the operation a crusade in which “we will accept 

nothing less than full victory”. More than 5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft supported the D-Day 

invasion, and by the end of the day, the troops gained a foot- hold in Normandy. Thousands of 

soldiers lost their lives, but thousands more trekked across Europe to end the war. The invasion is 

one of history’s most significant military attacks. 
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4. Consider the alternative—The alternative to submitting to critique is that you’re on your own. 

No one helps you grow. You flounder with sub-par work that never gets polished to high sheen, 

because you’re the only one sharpening it. 

5. Donôt let a critique define you—Not as a writer or a person. Your partner is talking about a 

sentence, or a paragraph, not your ability as a writer, or you as a person. 

6. Weed through the suggestions—You don’t have to take them all. They are one writer’s, or one 

group’s, opinions. You’re free to disagree. In fact, by defending your reasoning, and tweaking 

your writing to support that choice, you’ve only made it stronger. Which is good because you 

might have to defend that same thing to an editor one day. 

7. Let go—They are only words. When your favorite paragraph or zippy metaphor finds itself on 

your critique partner’s chopping block, let go of your attachment and listen to the reasons why. 

Which goes back to number two. 

8. Show gratitude—Say thank you. Remember your critique partner is putting himself or herself 

out on the line to pick apart your work. It’s not always easy from that side, either. Be grateful for 

whatever you learn. 

9. Do the work—Now you have to go back through the work you finished and actually apply the 

changes and suggestions. This can be tedious and sometimes downright annoying! But it’s a 

necessary part of that refining we’ve been talking about. Humble yourself, and just do it. 

10. Write something else—Get back to your desk and write something else right away. Don’t let 

your first (or any) critique experience sidetrack you from your goal. Take what you learned and 

apply it to the next project. You’ll see that it gets easier and even enjoyable over time. Trust me. 

 

 
Nicole O’Dell  

Nicole is the founder of Choose Now! Ministries. She’s the author 

of a bunch of novels for teen girls as well as the Hot Buttons series 

of parenting books. She loves to speak to teens and parents at 

conventions and churches and is lucky enough (?) to be Valerie 

Comer’s critique partner. 

 

http://nicoleodell.com/ 

nicole@nicoleodell.com 

 

 

  

http://nicoleodell.com/
mailto:nicole@nicoleodell.com
http://nicoleodell.com/whos-nicole-2/
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Monthly Recipe 

Adventure  
We have begun a yearlong cooking adventure to 

create a cookbook that is - fun. 

 

We would love to have you participate in this 

adventure. 

 

Each month we are going to include a new recipe 

being developed in our test kitchen.  (Location of 

the test kitchen is kept secret - even from Poppy…  

We believe it is somewhere under the pile of 

dishes he forgot to do…) 

 

Your task, if you wish to participate is to: 

Try the recipe and comment - help us make 

it better and add a family story or two to the 

adventure. 

Take a picture of your competed dish and 

send it in as a jpg file… 

Or add a recipe of your own and become 

part of the cookbook! 

All proceeds of Poppy’s Pantry and Grandma’s Cupboard will be donated to North Texas Children’s 

Hospitals. 

 

Have a recipe to addé 
We would love to include your favorite receipt in our Cookbook.  The 

tradition of gathering around the table to enjoy good food and good friends is 

at the center of living a good life. 

 

Feel free to contact us at bill.joyce@vismgt.com and submit your recipe.  

Let’s work together to expand the fun of this wonderful tradition.  

 

 

  

mailto:bill.joyce@vismgt.com?subject=Inquiry%20about%20Poppy's%20Pantry%20and%20Grandma's%20Kitchen
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Poppyõs Pantry 

 

What õs in the pot is 

Love!  

Picante Brunch Quiche  
Of all the marvelous Breakfast and Brunch foods to choose from, the Quiche has the most variety 

while remaining so simple to prepare and serve.  Its name sounds a little pompous to us cookhouse 

boys, but it never stopped us from asking for seconds! 

 

Ingredients  
 4 ounces shredded Cheddar cheese (about 1 cup) 

 4 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled 

 2 green onions, sliced (about 1/4 cup) 

 1 (9-inch) frozen pie crust  

 1/2 cup Picante Sauce  

 3 eggs  

 1/2 cup half-and-half or milk 

Directions  
 Place the cheese, bacon and onions into the pie crust.  

 Beat the Picante sauce, eggs and half-and-half in a medium bowl with a fork or whisk.  

 Pour the egg mixture into the pie crust. 

 Bake at 375°F for 35 minutes or until the crust is golden and a knife inserted in the center 

comes out clean. Let stand for 10 minutes. Cut the quiche into wedges.  

Now the real idea is to come up with your own delectable variations.  Go Mid-America with American 

cheese and ham, or go Italian with sausage and tomato sauce.  Add your favorite vegetables or really 

go wild and add fruits to make it more dessert than breakfast … 

Who knows what delights you will serve your guests at the next gathering!  I know Poppy will be 

happy to taste test them for you … 
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Interesting meetings and other important happenings for authors 
Meeting with Link Key Topic Date & Time 

South Arlington Creative Writing 

Social Club 
Check Meetup link for topics 

Every Monday 

starting at 6:00pm CST 

xxx   

Authors Write-In Productivity 

and High Fives 

Check Meetup link for topics 

***Virtual Meetup*** 

Every Second Monday 

4:00 – 7:00pm EST 

3:00 – 6:00pm CST 

   

NE Arlington Writers Critique 

Group 
Author Critique Group 

Every second and fourth 

Tuesday starting at 7:00pm 

CST 

   

Euless Library Writer's Support 

Group 
Author Critique Group 

Every Third Tuesday 

starting at 7:00pm CST 

xxx   

Dallas Mystery Writers 

Helping mystery writers author, 

publish and promote their own 

mystery books. 

1st Saturday of the month 

starting at 9:30AM CST 

   

Dallas-Fort Worth Actors Round 

Table (DFWART)  

Check out Stage 32 Meetup https://www.stage32.com/meetup-

groups/21.  The meeting is mid month and dates change.  Not a 

bad group to be part of if you would like to see your book on the 

silver screen! 

Have a meeting you want to advertise that will help our members and advance their writing dreams?  

Please contact our Newsletter Editor and we will review and post as appropriate.   

Remember   Monthly Conversation belongs to you. 

 

 

 

I s earch the world for a gentle soul 

To caress the words over which I toiled so 
 

Take these musings I have writ 

And bless them with your discerning wit 
 

In the end my story will find its way 

Past critique to the light of day  

 

r.e.joyce 
 

  

http://www.meetup.com/South-Arlington-Creative-Writing-Social-Club/
http://www.meetup.com/South-Arlington-Creative-Writing-Social-Club/
http://www.meetup.com/Authors-Write-In-Productivity-and-High-Fives/?scroll=true
http://www.meetup.com/Authors-Write-In-Productivity-and-High-Fives/?scroll=true
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971701749533882/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971701749533882/
https://www.eulesstx.gov/calendar/
https://www.eulesstx.gov/calendar/
http://dallasmysterywriters.com/index.html
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20a%20meeting%20to%20schedule%20for%20the%20newsletter
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Don’t forget to check out our sponsors! 
DreamWriter Press 

 

A unique publishing 

service created with the 

sole intent to help new 

authors achieve their 

writing dreams.  

CrowdFund Roundup 

A co-operative network of 

industry, entrepreneurs and 

community dedicated to build a 

transparent CrowdFunding 

process that will make CR the 

place to come for startup capital. 

Don’t miss an issue! 
Make sure you get every issue of Monthly Conversation.  Send us an email to 

Newsletter Editor and we will be happy to include you on our mailing list! 
 

Have an idea or article for the newsletter… 

Be sure to email the editor and we will do our best to get you published…  It is all 

about sharing the word… 

 

Flag Day in the United States 
People across the United States celebrate Flag Day on 

June 14 each year to honor the United States flag and 

to commemorate the flag’s adoption. On the same 

day, the United States Army celebrates its birthday.  

 

Flag Day falls within National Flag Week, a time 

when Americans reflect on the foundations of the 

nation’s freedom. The flag of the United States 

represents freedom and has been an enduring symbol 

of the country’s ideals since its early days. During both events, Americans also remember their loyalty 

to the nation, reaffirm their belief in liberty and justice, and observe the nation’s unity. 

 

Many people in the United States honor this day by displaying the American flag at homes and public 

buildings. Other popular ways of observing this holiday include: flag-raising ceremonies; Flag Day 

services; school quizzes and essay competitions about the American flag; musical salutes; street 

parades; and awards for special recognition. 

 

 

http://www.dreamwriterpress.com/Home.html
http://www.crowdfundroundup.com/
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20newsletter%20subscription%20list
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20an%20article%20for%20the%20newsletter

