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School May Be Over, But Your 
Education Isn't! 

 

Writing, like life, is an ongoing process.   You 

never graduate, and you continue to learn and 

improve your craft each day.  Three ways to 

improve your skills as a writer are: 

 

1) Read Books and Writing Magazines: 

If you want to be a good writer, you must read, 

read, read. Read the kinds of books you want to 

write.  Read the kinds of books you don't want to 

write.  Read great books and bad books. If you 

wish to write like Dean Koontz, then you must 

read his books. Your bookshelf should also 

include grammar and style manuals, and a few 

how-to books on the fundamentals of writing.   Some of the best magazines for writers are the Writer's 

Market, Writer's Digest, the Poets and Writers Magazine and the Writers and Artists Yearbook.  Don't 

forget to add several books on writing in your preferred genre as well. 

 

2) Take a Writing Course:  

Whether you choose to take an online course or attend one at a campus, 

writing courses are fantastic for helping you develop as a writer. There are 

advantages to both.   If your budget is limited as to the money to invest in a 

course, then you may want check with your community or online for courses 

offered.  Sometimes a local writing group or your library will offer a course 

or seminar for little or no charge.  

 

 
No more school 
No more books 

No more Teacher’s 
dirty looks! 

 

International Children's Book Day  

International Children's Book Day encourages reading, and promotes the love of books 

for children. The best and fastest way to develop our young children into intelligent 

human beings is by teaching them to read. Instilling a love of reading promotes a 

lifetime of learning and enjoyment. When : Always April 2nd 
 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjzrLeDyrbLAhUMSiYKHXhrBX8QjRwIBw&url=http://oakmeadowblogs.com/blog/2014/04/02/international-book-day/&psig=AFQjCNEqna6p2m5sp1ck1Yaf5qtGSbQayw&ust=1457715059128670
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3) Attend a Writer's Group: 

You don't have to go it alone. A writer's group is a good support system. Writing groups should 

encourage and nurture you. Everyone knows what it is 

like to be a beginner.  You can receive helpful advice, 

feedback and constructive critiquing of your work with 

like-minded souls. However, if you should attend a 

group that is brutally harsh and rips your writing apart, 

then get up and leave!  That is not the group for you or 

anyone else. You may have to attend several writing 

groups before you feel comfortable and find one that is 

a good fit for you. 

 

Now that you have learned the basics of writing; taken 

a writing course, joined a writing group, don't think 

you finished your education. Think again. Editors retire 

magazines close, new publishers emerge and standards 

change. There is always something new to learn in the 

industry. Technology has changed tremendously in just 

the last ten years.  Invest in your writing career. Then 

congratulate yourself for your success. 

 
http://www.dreamwriterpress.com/ 

Founder and Executive Creative Writer 

Barbara Ann Horton 
Barbara Ann has published fiction and nonfiction. Her stories 

and articles have appeared in Dark Regions; Parents Magazine; 

Wonder Time Children's Magazine; Hydro Review; Kansas City 

Star Newspaper; Olathe Daily News; Independence Missouri 

Examiner; The National Library of Poetry; Fate Magazine and 

national trade magazines. She has written lyrics and music to 

published songs, and performed those songs on stage. Barbara 

Ann has written and directed plays for several theatrical groups 

and has also sold scripts. She created and wrote a humor 

column, The Lighter Side of Life, from Mother and Wife, for a 

local newspaper in Kansas. 

 

Do you know someone who would be interested in reading our little newsletter? 

Please have them send us an email so they can get every issue of Monthly Conversation.  Send us an 

email to Newsletter Editor and we will be happy to include you on our mailing list! 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/powerofpositivity/photos_stream 

http://www.dreamwriterpress.com/
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20newsletter%20subscription%20list
https://www.facebook.com/powerofpositivity/photos_stream
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Your Editing Tool 
I’ve talked a lot about cutting things from one’s manuscript – what to cut from one’s manuscript, why 

to cut from one’s manuscript, how to deal with the cutting ... 

 

I may have given you the impression that cutting is the best way to edit. It’s not, of course. There are 

many ways to improve the scenes in your manuscript, and which tool you use on a given scene 

depends on what is wrong with the scene. 

 

TOOLS:  

Rewrite It: If the scene is important and you 

need to keep the vital elements of the scene, 

but it just isn’t working, you may need to 

revise it or replace it with a new scene 

containing those same elements. Maybe the 

dialogue needs work or pacing is off. 

Problems which can be fixed, such as being 

too passive with your verbs or the pacing 

being too slow or too fast can usually be 

whittled into shape by going through the scene and chipping or sanding the parts that don’t work until 

they are smooth. 

Move It: Sometimes a scene is great, but it jars because it switches gears or derails the storyline. Maybe 

it’s just in the wrong place. Sometimes simply lifting a scene and putting it somewhere else will make 

all the difference. Usually you only have to patch the edges with a little fresh plaster and paint to make 

it feel natural. Just make sure you don’t leave any leaky pipes sticking out – check your consistency. 

 

 

 

Earth Day – April 22nd 

We celebrate the things that matter in life.  What better thing can 

we celebrate than the world that embraces our life and makes it 

possible? 

 

Drop all the pretense and politics and look around you at the 

jewel in the cosmos that nurtures your life.  For just one day be 

in love with nature and its blessings. 

 

  

https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/2016/02/03/cats-dream/
https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/2015/06/24/the-benefits-of-pruning/
https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/2015/05/27/killing-your-darlings-a-mourners-guide/


 

Monthly 
Conversation 

Volume 3 - Issue 4 – April 2016 

 

4  

 

 

Add Some Tension: Often the easiest way to punch up a boring or slow scene is to add some suspense or 

tension. I had a scene set in a library, where my MC learns important details about the secret fantasy world 

she has discovered she is a part of. It was pretty boring. So I upgraded it with a time limit and the notion 

that she had to keep it a secret from her disapproving mother. Fine tuning included injecting an out-of-

control little brother who kept interrupting and drawing Mom’s attention. I turned an info-dump into a 

ticking time-bomb. 

Foreshadow: Don’t forget your foundation – the promise you make to the reader of what the book is about 

and what kind of story they are going to get. I have a favorite scene early in a book that readers and critique 

partners have suggested I should cut, because it reads like a detour away from the promise set up at the 

beginning. In fact the scene is vital because the scene causes the MC to make a decision that sets up the rest 

of the book. So rather than cut it as suggested, I made it an integral part of the plot by foreshadowing it 

from the start – by adding it to the promise. Now, when the scene unfolds, it is something the reader 

anticipates and is invested in. 

Cut and Run: Yes, sometime you have to cut. Face it like a trooper. Therapy is available. 

Continued on Page 6 

 

 

Monthly Conversation’s Resolutions 
This is a new and exciting year for our little newsletter and we want you to be a part of it.  We need 

your encouragement and your words of wisdom.  To help you get involved, please review the monthly 

topic outline of 2016 on the next page.  Find the topic dearest to your heart and commit to sending us 

your article for inclusion in the newsletter.  

 

Join us by writing! 
On the next page we have a calendar of ideas for the coming year.  Take a look and get your pens 

writing about topics you see and feel encouraged to write about.  We would love your input! 

 

Have another topic close to your heart – Send it along there is always room for more! 

 

 

  

https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/2015/05/27/killing-your-darlings-a-mourners-guide/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwit1t7phr7LAhUX_mMKHUPsC7AQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartsign.com/image/7952/&bvm=bv.116636494,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNExSw1-pNw59S0rzALPHVe1UPMFlQ&ust=1457971918258603
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2016 Calendar of Topics for Monthly Conversation 

Month Main Topic Principle 

January Resolutions—I am author, hear me roar!  Choice 

February The story of you—building your author profile for the world to 

see. 
Vision 

March Maintain the urge—allowing your passion to fill the pages. Passion 

April Sharpen your craft—it is in the continuing process of learning 

that the art form takes shape. 
Education 

May Writing process—now is the best time for picking up the pen.  

Missed it—don’t worry–now is here again! 
Perseverance 

June Critiques—pesky and sometimes painful allow for growth. Acceptance 

July Open to the journey—allow others to join your writing quest—

your next great mentor may be ready to meet you. 
Sharing 

August The gift of giving—a thimbleful of love shared brings oceans of 

happiness in return. 
Support 

September We, the place of togetherness—it is in community that we find 

the encouragement we need. 
Community 

October  
Sharing without plagiarism—once the dictionary was printed all 

books existed.  Now we just reform the words into new 

experiences for others to embrace. 

Nurture 

November Transformation from craft to art—it is not in the grammar but 

the heart of the message where art exists. 
Excellence 

December Read more—It was in reading that we found the gift of our 

writing. 
Beginnings 

Have another idea or article for the newsletter … 

Be sure to email the editor and we will do our best to get you published … It is all about sharing the 

word … 

 

  

mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20an%20article%20for%20the%20newsletter
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Take a thought and pace it out 

On lines across the page 
 

Let it feel the life about 

Make it show its age 
 

Play with words to make them sing 

Let your heart be free 
 

A poem tells those you shall meet 

The love your heart can see 

r.e.joyce 20160313 
 

 
Editing Tools Continued 

 

NUTS & BOLTS:   

Replace Passive Verbs: This is another flavor of show, don’t tell. Instead of “She began to cry,” write 

“She cried.” Instead of “He was falling,” write “He fell.” It’s cleaner, more to the point, and more 

visual. Your whole book will flow more 

smoothly and unobstructed if you unclog 

the plumbing. 

Cut Repetitive Words: This is where a 

good weed killer comes in handy. You 

get a word stuck in your head, or even a 

phrase, and find yourself using it over 

and over again. A thesaurus makes a 

good weed killer. Vary your words. 

Instead of using “fight” three times in a 

paragraph, change two of them to battle 

and conflict. Those are the obvious 

weeds. Careful reading will reveal more 

sneaky repeats, such as “like” and 

“actually.” Pull ’em out! 

Continued 
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Cut “Weasel” Words: Pests will ruin your garden or vegetable patch. Eradicate them! A weasel word is a 

modifier that undermines or contradicts the word or phrase it accompanies. “Suddenly” is a common 

weasel word; “She suddenly screamed.” Well, naturally, one doesn’t gradually scream. These are 

also sometimes called “filler” words. Examples are Just, That, Very, Every, Some, Most, Arguably, 

Actually, Clearly, Help. There are many lists available online; find one that works for you and keep it 

by your keyboard. 

Read It Out Loud: I know, this feels weird. Just pretend you are practicing for when your book has sold 

and you recording the audio book. The very best mechanics claim they can tell if an engine is running 

right just by listening to it hum. 

Get Feedback: I’ve said it before – no writer creates in a total vacuum. You need to gauge the reactions 

of those who read your work. Find a good critique partner (or three) who reads understands and enjoys 

your genre, and listen to what they say. Even if they aren’t writers, they are readers, and so is your 

audience. 

Let It Age: Sometimes you just have to separate yourself from your project with time. Put it down for a 

week or a month, and then read it again with fresh perspective. Give it time to for the glue to set and 

the paint to dry before you work on it again. 

 

 

John Berkowitz is a husband and father of three who thinks he can 

squeeze in a writing career between family, two jobs, building 

LEGOs with his 7-year-old son, doing the dishes, and sleep.  Follow 

along on a quest every bit as magical and fraught with peril as the 

one he and his daughter write about in their middle grade novels, 

The Last Princess and The Last Faerie Godmother. 

 

You can reach john at @John_Berkowitz or 

john_r_berkowitz@yahoo.com. 

 

See his novels here: 

https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

  

https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/2015/03/18/the-myth-of-the-solitary-author/
https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/2015/07/29/so-you-think-you-want-to-be-a-writer-seek-help-2/
https://twitter.com/John_Berkowitz
mailto:john_r_berkowitz@yahoo.com
https://johnrberkowitz.wordpress.com/
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Some Thoughts about Following Directions 
As writers, we strive to hone our skills and follow the age-

old methods of our ancestor literates.  This is both a good 

use of our brains and a tribute to those who helped instill 

the desire to become authors.  Most great authors find the 

spark of their craft while reading the wonderful words of 

those who have gone before.  

 

There is one critical lesson that must be learned as we 

practice our craft and learn the good things about grammar, 

sentence structure and voice.  In the end, our heart and soul need to be the pulse that is found on the 

lines of text we create.  All rules need to have the flexibility to allow our spirits to take wing.  

Understanding how much creativity you have may save you from dangers not anticipated by rules 

others have laid down. 

Excerpt from http://ka-writing.com/making-your-writing-sound-like-you-three-tips-for-finding-your-voice/ 

1. Use the words that feel right 
Instead of using the language that you think you should be using, use the language that actually feels 

right.  When you’re in the drafting stage, choose the words that come most naturally and that 

communicate your meaning most efficiently.  If you need to make changes in subsequent drafts to 
achieve the desired tone, that’s fine—but start with the language that gets your ideas across in an 

organic way.  Depending on the genre, you might approach your writing as though you’re telling a 

story to a friend or a colleague. 

 
2. Read what you’ve written aloud 

Never underestimate the power of reading your writing aloud.  Read it before you send a draft off to 

your editor.  You’ll be surprised at how this simple step can help you catch awkward sentences and 
phrases, and help you identify word choices that sound uncomfortable.  This will 

help you determine the kind of language that you need to use in order find your 

voice. 

 
3. Speak as you write 

Good writing should flow the way that speech does.  Obviously, not all elements of 

speech are transferable to writing: speech isn’t always grammatically correct, for 
instance.  But by speaking your sentences as you write them, you’ll be able to 

attain a better flow of ideas and a more natural-sounding voice. 

r.e.joyce 

 

  

http://ka-writing.com/making-your-writing-sound-like-you-three-tips-for-finding-your-voice/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWh86LyLbLAhVGPCYKHf7lA_MQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/95349717084963254/&psig=AFQjCNEHtRaj-IoFHwE9qldDbt7SzEU9Xw&ust=1457714480688363
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Rubber Eraser Day 

Make no mistake... Rubber Eraser Day celebrates 

the invention of erasers. We all make mistakes. This 

day is designated to recognize and appreciate the 

value of that little plug (as manufacturers call them), 

that sits atop our pencils. When we make a mistake, 

it is the eraser that comes to our rescue. Just 

imagine how messy our documents would be 

without it!  

Why not just call it "Eraser Day"? There are two reasons. The first erasers 

were made of rubber. Today, they are made of rubber, or vinyl.  Secondly, 

in Great Britain, they are formally called "rubbers".  

In the world of erasers, there are two prominent men. Joseph Priestley 

discovered the eraser in 1770, using pieces of rubber imported from Brazil. 

Then in 1858, Hyman Lipman of Philadelphia, Pa., patented the pencil with 

an eraser at the end.    

Today's Quote: To err is human, an eraser is divine!  

Date When Observed: Always on April 15  

 

Interesting concurrent celebration  

The question remains which is the real mistake … 

National Tax Day  

Date When Observed: Always on April 15 
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Monthly Recipe 

Adventure  
We have begun a yearlong cooking adventure to 

create a cookbook that is - fun. 

 

We would love to have you participate in this 

adventure. 

 

Each month we are going to include a new recipe 

being developed in our test kitchen.  (Location of 

the test kitchen is kept secret - even from Poppy…  

We believe it is somewhere under the pile of 

dishes he forgot to do…) 

 

Your task, if you wish to participate is to: 

Try the recipe and comment - help us make 

it better and add a family story or two to the 

adventure. 

Take a picture of your competed dish and 

send it in as a jpg file… 

Or add a recipe of your own and become 

part of the cookbook! 

All proceeds of Poppy’s Pantry and Grandma’s Cupboard will be donated to North Texas Children’s 

Hospitals. 

 

Have a recipe to addé 
We would love to include your favorite receipt in our Cookbook.  The 

tradition of gathering around the table to enjoy good food and good friends is 

at the center of living a good life. 

 

Feel free to contact us at bill.joyce@vismgt.com and submit your recipe.  

Let’s work together to expand the fun of this wonderful tradition.  

 

 

  

mailto:bill.joyce@vismgt.com?subject=Inquiry%20about%20Poppy's%20Pantry%20and%20Grandma's%20Kitchen
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Poppyõs 

Pantry  
 

What õs in the 

pot is Love!  

Ham Bone Heaven  
Nothing excites me more than carving a nice ham off the bone at a family 

festivity.  It is the anticipation of the soup to come … 
 

Now there are those who diligently seek to remove all the meaty goodness from 

the bone, but at my table we avoid the carving nonsense and leave the bone for a 
better end.  Split Pea Soup with all the goodies. So go ahead and have that 

beautiful ham.  Then go out and buy some oyster crackers and start to dream of 

the yummy concoction meant to warm the tummy. 
 

Ingredients  
 2 large onions cut in eights 

 2 bay leaves 

 1 pound dried split peas 
 Ham bone from your festivities 

 1 pound carrots chopped to bite 

size 
 1 package of oyster crackers 

 salt and pepper to taste 

 

 

 

The joy of cooking is the adventure of 

adding ingredients that can enhance 

the recipe.  I love my turnips or 

rutabaga added so they stay a -la -dent 

like my carrots.  Think of something 

special  to add and make  the soup your 

own!  

Directions  
 In a large pot, add water (half a pot), the ham bone, the bay leaves and 

the onions and bring to a boil.   

 Cover and allow to simmer for 30 minutes or until the meat on the bone 
is ready to come off. 

 Remove large chunks of ham and set aside for final cooking. Now add 

peas and carrots. 
 Cover, and cook until there are no peas left, just a green liquid, 2 hours. 

While it is cooking, check to see if water has evaporated. You may need 

to add more water as the soup continues to cook.  Finally add back the 

ham removed. 
 Once the added ham is reheated, you are ready to serve.  
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If anyone is interested in joining in the fun of writing Military Thriller novellas, please contact me at 

Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com.  The first book is being published as we speak and we are looking for one 

story for SS 2.  If we get this moving properly there will be a quarterly or semiannual publishing 

schedule giving many authors a chance to shine!  Wrathe W. Aceing and Vision Management 

maintain the right of story approval, editing and inclusion. 

 

 

Arbor Day  
When: Always the last Friday in April.  

National Arbor Day is the Tree Planter's holiday, and has 

been celebrated since 1872.  It began in Nebraska, a largely 

treeless plain back in the 1800's.  It is a day to plant and 

dedicate a tree to help nature and the environment. 

Millions of trees are planted on this day. 

 

The National Arbor Day Foundation provides millions of trees for planting. It is estimated that 18 

million tress are planted each year on Arbor Day.  

Learn how to plant a tree  

Did you know? The Latin word for "Tree" is "Arbor"...sure you did!!!  

  

mailto:Bill.Joyce@vismgt.com
https://www.arborday.org/
http://gardenersnet.com/atoz/transplantingshrubs.htm
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Interesting meetings and other important happenings for authors 
Meeting with Link Key Topic Date & Time 

South Arlington Creative Writing 

Social Club 
Check Meetup link for topics 

Every Monday 

starting at 6:00pm CST 

xxx   

Authors Write-In Productivity 

and High Fives 

Check Meetup link for topics 

***Virtual Meetup*** 

Every Second Monday 

4:00 – 7:00pm EST 

3:00 – 6:00pm CST 

   

NE Arlington Writers Critique 

Group 
Author Critique Group 

Every second and fourth 

Tuesday starting at 7:00pm 

CST 

   

Euless Library Writer's Support 

Group 
Author Critique Group 

Every Third Tuesday 

starting at 7:00pm CST 

xxx   

Dallas Mystery Writers 

Helping mystery writers author, 

publish and promote their own 

mystery books. 

1st Saturday of the month 

starting at 9:30AM CST 

   

Dallas-Fort Worth Actors Round 

Table (DFWART)  

Check out Stage 32 Meetup https://www.stage32.com/meetup-

groups/21.  The meeting is mid month and dates change.  Not a 

bad group to be part of if you would like to see your book on the 

silver screen! 

Have a meeting you want to advertise that will help our members and advance their writing dreams?  

Please contact our Newsletter Editor and we will review and post as appropriate.   

Remember   Monthly Conversation belongs to you. 

 

  

http://www.meetup.com/South-Arlington-Creative-Writing-Social-Club/
http://www.meetup.com/South-Arlington-Creative-Writing-Social-Club/
http://www.meetup.com/Authors-Write-In-Productivity-and-High-Fives/?scroll=true
http://www.meetup.com/Authors-Write-In-Productivity-and-High-Fives/?scroll=true
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971701749533882/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971701749533882/
https://www.eulesstx.gov/calendar/
https://www.eulesstx.gov/calendar/
http://dallasmysterywriters.com/index.html
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
https://www.stage32.com/meetup-groups/21
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20a%20meeting%20to%20schedule%20for%20the%20newsletter
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Don’t forget to check out our sponsors! 
DreamWriter Press 

 

A unique publishing 

service created with the 

sole intent to help new 

authors achieve their 

writing dreams. 
 

CrowdFund Roundup 

A co-operative network of 

industry, entrepreneurs and 

community dedicated to build a 

transparent CrowdFunding 

process that will make CR the 

place to come for startup capital. 

Don’t miss an issue! 
Make sure you get every issue of Monthly Conversation.  Send us an email to 

Newsletter Editor and we will be happy to include you on our mailing list! 
 

Have an idea or article for the newsletter… 

Be sure to email the editor and we will do our best to get you published…  It is all 

about sharing the word… 

 

 

Tell a story Day 
 

United States: Always April 27  

Scotland and England: National Tell a Story Day is 

October 27th  

 

Tell a Story Day celebrates story-telling of all kinds. It doesn't matter if its fiction or non-fiction, a tall 

tale, or folk lore. Today is a day to tell 'em all. Stories can be from a book, other written material, or 

from memory. 

 

Our research discovered two distinct holidays, one in the U.S. The other is in Scotland and the UK. 

The latter is by far more prominent and organized. These two holidays are exactly six months apart.   

 

Make Tell a Story Day an important and pleasure-filled experience. To enhance the enjoyment of the 

story, try setting the atmosphere. If it's an eerie or spooky story, turn down the lights. Bring 

decorations and memorabilia that speak to the theme. If it’s about a person, display a picture of the 

individual.  

 

 

 

http://www.dreamwriterpress.com/Home.html
http://www.crowdfundroundup.com/
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20newsletter%20subscription%20list
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20an%20article%20for%20the%20newsletter

