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Monthly Conversation Fun with Authoring

This is a fun task for writers of all shapes
and sizes. You are helping out an author
who is honing their skill-set and
improving their novel ideas!

to write is to place love in
the hands of generations to
come

Here is a section of editing focused on the dreaded adverbial meandering...

(# Writing and Book Edting . X

€ © A netos/prowitingaid.com

#Home @ User Mamal @ Word Addln @ Google Do

addon @ Screen Reader Version

Paste  Upioad -5

pl? Cear Repot~  DDocument~ & HumanEdfor  General |v

@ Highlights areas where your writing style might be improved, such as use of passive and hidden verbs. More Information

Want 10 edit your text with the suggestions highiighted in 17 ma‘ e —

Anaiysis Rasotte Looking for Landscaping? Find t at Socilsearch com

o X5 passive
©No hidde: ound

bs found. Use adverbs sparingly in your wriing, especially in creative witing

O Passive )t

©2 readabity enhance

Megs

val Lieutenant Commander Katharine Marie Callaghan of JSOC, carefully! marked off the basement of the upscale residential home in the suburbs of Toms River, New Jersey. This was not her type of case
but there was no questioning the orders received In the middie of the night. When ADM Alexander Peopies gets you out of bed. you Jump however high he commands

Suggestions for this paragraph:
eated Phrases Summary 1 Use adverbs spanngly in your writing. especially creative writing. You can often use a stronger verb, or omit it

Eh The scene itself. by the debris Megs found, was completely' contaminated?. State Police. Toms River detectives and even two reporters, allowed 1o sneak in for an exclusive, destroyed the scene prior 1o Meg's arrival
Suggestions for this paragraph:

1 Use adverbs sparingly in your writing, especialy creative writing. You can offen use  stronger verb, or omit it
R o 2 Passive verbs make your writing fess direct Try 10 use an active verb instead
Paragraph Length Check

i The cement floor, stained dark rusty red from dried and caked blood affimed the massacre. The six victims were tied! o chairs and tortured, according to the reports, for up to three days. They were then summarily?
. VOwing e executed by sitting their throats. Blood pools and the multipie cutting tools, left scattered around the room, showed a complete lack of humanity by the perpetrator or perpetrators.
Suggestions for this paragraph:
1 Passive verbs make your writing less direct. Try 10 use an active verb instead
2 Use adverbs spanngly in your writing, especially creative writng. You can often use a stronger verb, o omit &

The scrap of blueprint. evidence tem number 638-21, had no scale of reference and was biown' up beyond vasd recognition. She made a mental note 1o inspect the original muttering under her breath. With all the
€517V shows, you wouid think real crime scene investigators would have gotten the hint

Suggestions for this paragraph:
1 Passwve verbs make your writing less direct Try to use an active verb instead

The challenge, as | see it, is to pick the changes to make. | carefully inspect the suggestions and
only make the ones that fit my internal voice. Adverbs are not bad they just get picked on a lot!

Help our author reword these three “Writing Style Checks” and create a more powerful novella.
Send you ideas to Wrathe W. Aceing at bill.joyce@vismgt.com. He will be glad you did!
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Fun with Authoring is created through the use of this marvelous tool.
https://prowritingaid.com/

A tool that should be in every author’s tool bag!

About the Author

Wrathe W Aceing is a pseudonym and an anagram created to remove celebrity from the
author and place it on the central message of this and other books contemplated.

The author can be identified as a part of this novella; a character either unique or
composite that moves through this military thriller. As the publishing editor and an
advocate of this adventure, | requested more background but the dark stare that was
evident even through the phone conversation ended my inquiry.

If you would like to particpate, please contact the editor at bill.joyce@vismgt.com.
We would love to help you with your next great novel!

Oh, and Dear Lord, please help me to see past tense adverbial spuing before it hits the page...

ThAey asked for
A tree to Aold the ornaments of Cife

A tree to cradle our innermost
thoughts and dreams

A treeto carry the joy we felt

A tree that could cover all our
gifts.

J made mine out of 6004s Gecause

thAey coutain the Limitless

possiGilities withintheir pages
rejoyce2013
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1 Stephen King
& o, © Author - stephenking.com
£ & | Stephen Edwin King is an American author of contemporary horror,
g & 9 supernatural fiction, suspense, science fiction, and fantasy. Wikipedia
= _&% "q__ Born: September 21, 1947 (age 67), Portland, ME
8 oo
S S | If you want to be a writer, you must do two things above all others: read a lot and
o4 write a lot...reading is the creative center of a writer’s [ife...you cannot hope to
sweep someone else away by the force of your writing until it has been done to you.

Present or Past Verb Tense

What to Choose For Your Fiction Writing

Posted on January 14, 2009 by Writer's Relief Staff
This article has been reprinted with the permisstéWr i t er fas hReglhileyf r ec ommend:
service. We assist writers with preparing their submissions and researching the best markets. We have a ¢
every budget, as well as a fregeblication for writers, Submit Write Now! Visit our site today to learn more.

The English language has a nice, neat system of verb tenses to choose from. But how do you know
which is the best (or correct) verb tense to choose? What’s the difference between past, present, future,
present perfect, past perfect, and future perfect? And how do the simple and progressive verb forms play
into it? Here’s a chart that breaks down the differences between verb forms into a simple and easy-to-
read format:

Simple Form Progressive Form
Present I run | am running
Past | ran I was running
Future I will run I will be running
Present Perfect | have run | have been running
Past Perfect | had run I had been running
Future Perfect I will have run | I will have been running

Nearly every piece of fiction will require a variety of verb tenses to show the reader the sequence of
events throughout the story. A letter to the editor will most likely be
written in the present tense, and a nostalgic essay about your childhood
will be primarily written in the past tense. We’ll give a quick overview of
the proper usage of all the verb tenses, but first, here’s a question from
one reader:

“Is there a preferred tense choice for fiction writers, or does one’s choice
of verb tense brand one as a hack or an amateur?”


http://stephenking.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_King
https://www.google.com/search?q=stephen+king+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgxoHnxCXfq6-QVaJpUGaqZZYdrKVfkFqfkFOKpAqKs7Ps0rKL8r71_YqfEKZmhWvQ3FsBe-kl79En2cBACcTp7xDAAAA&sa=X&ved=0CKcBEOgTKAAwGWoVChMI2tqTi6qIxwIVxM2ACh0rqgqH
https://www.google.com/search?q=portland+maine&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgwEHnxCXfq6-QVaJpUGaqRIHiJ1skl2mJZadbKVfkJpfkJMKpIqK8_OskvKL8qSjWl3PXJH1XnD9vXLVm9qGlJ_bggBd7U8STQAAAA&sa=X&ved=0CKgBEJsTKAEwGWoVChMI2tqTi6qIxwIVxM2ACh0rqgqH
http://writersrelief.com/blog/author/writers-relief-staff/
http://www.writersrelief.com/
http://writersrelief.com/blog/post/Putting-Verve-In-Your-Verbs.aspx
http://writersrelief.com/blog/post/Past-Perfection.aspx
http://writersrelief.com/blog/post/what-an-editor-will-and-will-not-do.aspx
http://writersrelief.com/blog/post/The-Art-of-the-Personal-Essay.aspx
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Even though tenses fit neatly into a table, making the proper choices isn’t so cut-and-dried. There are
various shades of difference between, say, the future and the future perfect, and authors must determine
what accurately describes the sequence of events they are trying to convey. Verb tense puts the reader in
the proper time frame, and messing around with it can be incredibly distracting, especially if you’re

inconsistent. 1§ tﬁlS ﬁappemng now? Is tﬁls dflhé‘ﬁﬁdc&p Editors do not

care what tenses are used as long as they are used correctly.

For instance, a big, red amateur flag pops up if verb tense is flat-out wrong.

I wanted to find an open drugstore, and I walk_ into the
first one I see.

Obviously, there are two tenses (past and present) where there should be one, and this is jarring to the
reader. Pick one tense and stick to it.

A second problem involves using the passive voice.
Both of the following sentences are technically
correct, but sentence #2 uses an active voice to drive
the action...

e \E The car was driven quicRly
dbwn tﬁe Street. (wno drove the car?)

Melissa drove the car quickly down the street. (an, much petter)

Editors are turned off by the excessive use of the passive voice, and passive writing is often wordy
writing—this can quickly brand you as an amateur. As far as proper usage of verb tenses in general,
here’s a quick grammatical overview: Use the present for discussing general knowledge or truth,
arguments or ideas, or works of literature.
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LiRe our insider info and writing advice?
Then you’ll love the many other ways Writer’s Relief can help!

From effectively targeting markets, writing dynamic query letters, building authors’ online platforms,

and much more—find out how Writer’s Relief can boost your exposure and maximize your acceptance
rate.

Use the past for events that have already happened in the past and are now finished.
In 1966 her parents moved to the Northeast.

Use the present perfect for events that happened in the indefinite past.
He has argued that carbohydrates are not the enemy they are portrayed to be.

Use the past perfect with the simple past to describe an event that happened before another event.
The storefront had already been destroyed when the police arrived.

Use the progressive form to emphasize action that is happening at that moment.
I am working as fast as | can.

Use the future perfect for actions that will be completed at some time in the future, with one event
occurring before another.

When the bell rings I will have been writing for over half an hour.

As with so many aspects of writing, there is no rule that says if you want to get published, use this (fill
in the blank) tense. Some writers are able to write fiction entirely in the present tense (something that
requires a great deal of skill and practice), but there is nothing amateur about choosing to write in the
past tense—the most common and widely accepted tense for fiction. Again, every piece of fiction is
likely to contain multiple forms of verb tenses, and the trick is to use them properly and consistently.
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Monthly Recipe Adventure

We have begun a yearlong cooking adventure to
create a cookbook that is - fun.

We would love to have you participate in this
adventure.

Each month we are going to include a new recipe
being developed in our test kitchen. (Location of
the test kitchen is kept secret - even from Poppy...
We believe it is somewhere under the pile of
dishes he forgot to do...)

A man sees his wife is busy in the kitchen
and says: "Can | help?"

She says, "Sure, take this bag of
potatoes, peel half of them and put them
in a pot to boil."

No matter what men do, somehow, we
still get yelled at...

Poppy’s Pantry

B €©ookbook made with
giggles ond grins

By r.e.jogyee

= AR r—S
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Cream Cheese Rollups

This is a light but sweet party-platter morsel that fit right in with the holiday happiness. Think of them
as the desert version of mini-pigs-in-a-blanket but instead of sausage it is a palm tree date with its
sweat nutritious taste.

Ingredients
1 package cream cheese (low fat works also)
Y Ib butter (2 sticks)
2 cups flour
Confectionary sugar
Pitted dates

Directions
microwave cream cheese for a minute or so to “melt” it
melt butter and add to cream cheese, mix well
Mix with flour
Mold into a 1-2 inch thick section (about a foot long one of the ways)
Place the dough between sheets of waxed paper and put in fridge for 2 or more hours (allow it
to ‘cool” and harden). I use a cookie sheet to do this with the waxed paper on the cookie sheet
and then on top of the dough
Cut off a 2 inch strip (either direction is fine) and return the rest to refrigerator.
o Leaving most of it in the refrigerator and working with one part at a time will make it
easier and less sticky to work with.
Roll cut of section to thin pie crust depth, use confectionary sugar instead of flour to powder.
You can’t use too much confectionary sugar when rolling out the dough).
Roll a date in a portion of the rolled out dough — you know one little piggy, two little...
Bake rolled dates for 15 minutes at 350 degrees

Serving Cautions

Allow them to cool before you present the platter to your guests. These little critters go FAST!
Be prepared to be asked for the recipe when you take them to your next party J
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Pecan Pie

and Tiny -Tarts

Pies fill tummies and create smiles that can eve last through the dish washing chores. Bake and pie

and check it out for yourself!

In gredie nts
2 eggs beaten
1 cup light corn syrup
Y4 cup sugar
2 Thsp flour
Yatsp salt
1 tsp vanilla
1 ¥ cup broken pecan pieces

@A DDDD

Directions

For Traditional Pie

For tiny-tart pies (pecan tarts)

“® preheat oven to 375 “*line cupcake pan (the smaller the more
“*spread pecans in unbaked 9 inch pie shell cuteness) with cupcake papers
“*mix remaining ingredients and pour over “®line cupcake papers with traditional pie crust
pecans (thin layer — but thick enough to support
“*bake at 375 for 40-50 min our until filling is filling
set " put some pecan pieces in the bottom half of
“**makes one traditional pie the cupcakes
“**mix remaining ingredients and pour over
pecans — do not overfill crusted parts of the
note: if you freeze these, you cupcake papers —you want the mixture to be
want them to “warm up” at below the crust line even if just by a little bit
room temperature before “*bake at 400 for 20 minutes
serving so that they are soft “*remove from oven and pan and cool on a
and gooey on the inside...so cookie rack
set out while you are eating “®*can be put in fridge when cool
-

dinner

makes about 40 mini tiny-tart pies
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Happy Holidays from the aﬁ’ at Monthly Conversation

Well, another year is coming to a close. It is the time of year that we gather friends and family
together for holiday dinners; sharing memories; and yes, watching =

football.  And for writers, it is a time to look back on what we have o
accomplished in 2015. If you are anything like me, you say, “Boy, the
year just flew by!” Translated that means, I didn’t get everything done I
wanted to get done.

If that is the case, you have another opportunity in 2016 to get the job done. To finish that bestselling
novel, to edit that collection of short stories or complete your memoirs you have been working on for
years.

DreamWriter Press would love to help you check off your author’s to do list. Don’t let another year

go by without achieving your dreams! Remember: "Never, ever, give up!"
Best Wishes to You and Your Family,
From the Family at DreamWriter Press

As the winter chill begins to recapture the wind, and the fireside beacons your
loved ones to gather close; take special notice and be prepared.

There is a story unfolding right before your eyes. It is filled with merry abandon
and even some mysterious adventure. The story is very special indeed because
you are not only the author you are the main character.

May your pen be filled with words of wonder and your pages filled with joyful adventure and my you
find not only the power to write but the grace to create the story just right.

All great stories begin with you choosing to share your life with your family and friends. Happy
holidays and keep making up wonderful stories.
Your friends and Vision Management
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Shifty Tenses

Many believe that tense changes should always be avoided. However, sometimes a shift in tense is
necessary to indicate a change in the timeframe of the action. It is the unnecessary shifts in tense that
sometimes cause awkwardness and should be avoided.

What is tense?

Tense is the grammatical word to describe the ending of a verb (usually —ed for past and —s for
present). English usually marks the sense of time with an adverb (for example: it is happening today or
it happened yesterday.) When proofreading for unnecessary tense shifts, there are several questions to
keep in mind: “When do I want to set this action?” and “Has the time period changed?” For example, I
may be writing an essay about my experiences on a recent trip to Virginia and want to say that | saw
the Mason-Dixon line for the first time. | have several options. | can write my paper in the past tense,
which is the style most people are used to reading in novels or short stories, as follows:

T Then the driver pointed to a white line painted on the road and said, “There’s the Mason-Dixon
line.”

However, | may choose to make my essay more immediate by placing the action in the present. This is
also an acceptable writing style, especially for an essay:

1 Then the driver points to a white line painted on the road and says, “There’s the Mason-Dixon
line.”

In this case, the tense is merely a matter of style; it is your choice.

Twas the night before...
. . HOLIDAY
The clock ticked and tocked as time flew away.

My panic tingled from my head to my toes. ST R E SS ?

I saw paper and ribbons strewn all about.
My nightmare filled with terrible woes.
Then she sat down beside me and whispered so low. ‘ .

I love you mommy, melting the stress away. Y L
We cuddled and sipped coco now cooled. (y 3
The holiday reason is love that will stay. ’ﬂ‘

£ I ‘




Monthly

e i Conversation
Volume?2 Issue 12 - December 2015

Should I ever change tense?

Sometimes it is necessary to change tense. For example, if the time frame of the action changes from
past to present, the tense should change to indicate this:

T Although it was only a four-hour ride from my home in Pennsylvania to my boyfriend’s home
in Virginia, | was terrified. Looking back, | think my feelings may have been influenced by
stereotypes of the Old South.

Although this paragraph starts in the past tense, the phrase “Looking back” clearly shows the time
frame of the action “think.” The tense change is perfectly acceptable without this phrase also:

T Although it was only a four-hour ride from my home in Pennsylvania to my boyfriend’s home
in Virginia, | was terrified. | think my feelings may have been influenced by stereotypes of the
Old South.

The reason for this tense change is that I am thinking now—in the present time. Notice how putting
that sentence in the past tense changes the time frame and meaning of the action.

1 | thought my feelings may have been influenced by stereotypes of the Old South.

Now it sounds as though | was reflecting during the car ride, but | wanted to imply that it was only
later that | had this thought.

When is it wrong to shift tense?

There are other times, though, when a tense shift is not correct. For example, if the action all happened
in the same time—past, present, or future—then the verbs should be consistent in tense. This “mistake”
is often heard in speech, and it is even used in very informal writing. However, from a grammatical
viewpoint, this type of unnecessary shift in tense should be avoided in more formal (such as academic)
writing.

T I climbed out of the car, walked through the door, and prepared to meet “the parents,” but
instead a large, honey-colored dog runs to meet me at the door.

Here is a better way of writing this sentence:

T I climbed out of the car, walked through the door, and prepared to meet “the parents,” but
instead a large, honey-colored dog ran to meet me at the door.
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What tense is best for my paper?

There are other uses of tense that a college student should be aware of. English majors and others who
write analysis papers will often write in the literary present. This allows a writer to write about fictional
or nonfictional information from a literary work in the present tense.

T Shakespeare uses many risqué puns in his plays. In one scene, he disguises sexual references as
sword-fighting terms.

Although Shakespeare wrote many years ago, his work can still be talked about in the present because
it still exists. Again, though, there is no hard and fast rule about tense. If you wanted to stress that this
happened in the past, perhaps as part of a biography of Shakespeare which was describing how he used
to write, you may choose to write it in past tense instead of the literary present:

T Shakespeare used many risqué puns in his plays. In one scene, he disguised sexual references
as sword-fighting terms.

This is also grammatically correct, but it changes the focus of the sentence slightly. Now it reads more
like a narrative than an analysis. In a situation like this, when both styles are equally grammatically
correct, it becomes a choice of deciding which is better for your purposes. Are you analyzing or
narrating?

I'm still confused. Do you have an example of a paper that uses tense changes well?

The following is an example of an essay that uses tense changes successfully. Read the description of
how the student changes tense and then pay attention to the effects of the tense changes as you read his
essay. Some of the verbs in the essay are in bold to help you spot these changes. (This example is taken
from a paper by a former student in Professor Blackledge’s Theater Criticism class.)

This writer begins in past tense to talk about a specific production of the play. Then he shifts into
something called the universal present to make the reader feel like an observer watching the play
unfold. Then he shifts back to past tense when making a comment about the play—something he felt
when he was watching it. Then he shifts again to present tense in the final paragraph to state his overall
evaluation of the play.
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The Pittsburgh Public Theater production of The Pirates of Penzance presented their audience with a
lighthearted theatrical experience that could be enjoyed by theater goers, young and old alike. Written
over one hundred years ago by the legendary operetta team Gilbert and Sullivan, Pirates has enjoyed
great success with each new incarnation. Pittsburgh Public managed to hold to this tradition once
again by bringing this ageless piece of musical theater to life with freshness as well as a salute back to
the days of theater past. This look back to the theater of Victorian England was most evident in the set
design of Michael Schweikardt.

When the audience first enters the theater their eyes are drawn to a large, false proscenium painted
bright red to resemble a large red curtain found in an old opera house. At the top of the proscenium are
the stylized letters “G&S” to acknowledge the plays creators. Hanging from the ceiling are two
gaslight chandeliers helping to transport the viewers back in time to the world of Gilbert and Sullivan.
The playing area in front of the proscenium is painted in a fashion which resembles the lobby of a
grand opera house. Disrupting this grand Victorian vision are two brown boulders placed on either side
of the stage, foreshadowing the scene that is to be staged. These aspects create a mood for the audience
by acknowledging them and allowing them to just enjoy the show.

As the curtain rises, the audience views the backdrop depicting a rocky beach with a ship anchored in
the distance. Set in front of the backdrop is a rocky hill indicating that the action will take place on a
flat of land above the beach. Cut into the hill is a tiny cave which will serve as a hiding place later in
the act. The actors’ entrances are made coming over this rocky structure and entering onto the stage. |
felt that Michael Schweikardt’s design was very effective in meeting the needs of this scene. We must
take into account that most of the action takes place in front of this set and allows the twenty-member
cast to move freely within their world. Once again, the image of a late nineteenth-century production is
perceived with the use of the simplistic structures and the simply painted backdrop.

| feel that Mr. Schweikardt’s challenge in designing this production would be to provide a functional
set without taking away from the spirit of this timeless tale. The Pirates of Penzance was written for a
different audience from today’s. In a time when landing helicopters on stage and giant chandeliers
come crashing down dramatic finales, audiences expect more. By focusing the spectacle of his set to
bring the audience into the time this operetta was first produced, the audience is satisfied from the
beginning. They can better understand why there is still a demand for century-old productions like The
Pirates of Penzance and enjoy the experience today.

by Jessica Knouse
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Interesting meetings and other important happenings for

authors

Meeting with Link,

Key Topic

Date T Time

South Arlington Creative Writin
Social Club

Check Meetup link for topics

Every Monday
starting at 6:00pm

Flower Mound Writer

Check Meetup Link for Topics

Every Other Monday - please
see Meetup for dates

Euless Library Writer's Support
Group

Author Critique Group

Every Third Tuesday
starting at 7:00pm

Dallas Mystery Writers

Helping mystery writers author,
publish and promote their own
mystery books.

1st Saturday of the month
starting at 9:30AM

Dallas-Fort Worth Actors Round

Check out Stage 32 Meetups https://www.stage32.com/meetup-

groups/21. The meeting is mid month and dates change. Not a

Table (DFWART)

bad group to be part of if you would like to see your book on the

silver screen!

Have a meeting you want to advertise that will help our members and advance their writing dreams?
Please contact our Newsletter Editor and we will review and post as appropriate.

Remember Monthly Conversation belongs to you.

Home is the true Holiday
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Don’t forget to check out our sponsors!

DreamWriter Press

CrowdFund Roundup
A co-operative network of industry,
entrepreneurs and
community dedicated to
build a  transparent

CrowdFunding  process

that will make CR the ‘ Brinfing <
Great Ideas
to

A unique publishing service
created with the sole intent to help
new authors achieve their writing
dreams.

place to come for startup Markst
capital.
) 0 0
Don 't miss an issue! -
Make sure you get every issue of Monthly Conversation. Send us an email to Ne"s\e
Newsletter Editor and we will be happy to include you on our mailing list! ‘

Have an idea or article for the newsletter. ..

Be sure to email the editor and we will do our best to get you published... It is
all about sharing the word...

Seek to serve

_ If you are looking for something special this
M= holiday season, get out of your comfort zone
0y > %' find a way to serve. Help just one in need and
S | you will find something special this holiday

. season...
7A
“

May your days be filled with adventure and
may your gifts be the bright smiles of others.
Helping another will fill you with a satisfaction
that cannot be lost.

May the holidays be what
they started out to be - days
of holiness and community.



http://www.dreamwriterpress.com/Home.html
http://www.crowdfundroundup.com/
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20newsletter%20subscription%20list
mailto:dreamwriterpress@gmail.com?subject=I%20have%20an%20article%20for%20the%20newsletter

